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Percussion 

Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Xylophone

Ensemble 
1 1 1 1   1 1 1 0   E-Git  Piano  Perc  Alto Tenor  Choir  2 1 1 1 

General 
Accidentals last for a bar, if accidentals happen to be reshown it is out of caution. 

Trills always a semitone up.

“CONNECT – The Audience as artist” is an initiative funded by  

ART MENTOR FOUNDATION LUCERNE in collaboration with  

London Sinfonietta, Ensemble Modern, Asko|Schönberg and Remix Ensemble Casa da Música. 
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NIGHT SHIFT  

For Ensemble, Audience, (creative) Choir and Soloists 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Tuning Overture (Ensemble) 
2. Prologue (Ensemble, Alto, Tenor) 

3. (Optional) 
4. Fairy Rondel (Audience, Choir, Ensemble, Alt, Tenor) 

  
ECOLOGICAL ALARM 

Interlude 1 (Ensemble) 
5. Nature Aria (Audience, Ensemble, Alto) 

  
WALLS 

6. Wall Song (Audience, (creative) Choir, Ensemble) 

7. Oh Vile Wall (Audience, Ensemble, Alto) 
  

VISIONS 

8. Michael’s Vision (Audience, Ensemble, Tenor) 

IMAGINATION 
9. Audience Text Writing 

10. Imagination (Audience-texts, Ensemble, Tenor, Alto) 
  

LOVE AND ABSENCE 

Interlude 2 (Ensemble) 
11. Nights bright, bright days (Audience, Ensemble, Alto, Tenor) 

  
EPILOGUE 

12. Epilogue  (Ensemble, Alto, Tenor) 



 
TEXTS 
From: ›A Midsummer Night’s Dream‹ und ›Sonnet 43‹ by William Shakespeare  
Adapted by Cathy Milliken  
Song text to ›Wall Song‹ in part by the choir. 

INTRODUCTION 
Prologue 
So just to say, make yourselves at home, 
We come of good will and not to offend. 
You won’t have to laugh or do anything strange, 
Nor will we use force to decide how to end. 
No need to fear swords! 
There’ll be music and song, 
No need to fear lions! 
Let’s have the tongs and the bones. 
  
Fairy Rondel 
Brrr. Brrrrrr. 
Philomel, with melody, 
Lulla, Lulla, Lullaby; lulla, lulla, lullaby.  

ECOLOGICAL ALARM 
Regard our small earth. 
Regard our waste, regard our exploitation. 
Regard our blue earth turning brown with dust, regard our oceans smothered with plastic, 
The wild-fires, the storms and changes in our seasons. 
Regard nature and find her beautiful; set her free. 
Monitor the nests of birds, check the harvest, breathe nature’s sweet air. Set her free. 

Nature Aria 
These are forgeries of jealousy…  
With thy brawls thou hast disturbed our sport. 
Therefore the winds, piping to us in vain, 
As in revenge have sucked up from the sea 
Contagious fogs 
Garbage, much refuse, and diseases. 
Listen! 
Much garbage, refuse, seething plastic, plastic! 
The moon, 
Pale in her anger, washes the air… 
That diseases have spread. 
When a cruel long winter has frozen the earth, 
And nature imprison’d seeks in vain to be free. 
  
WALLS 
Regarding walls: do they protect? 
Think of any tall wall, any stone wall, any ugly loamy rough cast wall, any signature wall – 
Dividing neighbours, east and west, land and sea, north and south. 
Keeping us inside, impenetrable. Now think of a wall with a chink to blink through. 
A miracle! Walk through! Look at the stars, look at the moon. 

Wall Song 
Stone, stone on stone. 
Stone in stone, set in stone. 
(insertion of Choir text by each participating choir) 
  
O thou, oh wall, O sweet O lovely wall,  
Show me thy chink to blink through with mine eye. 
And through wall’s chink may I my love seek… 
Lit by the moon and by the stars. 
  
Oh Vile Wall 
Oh wicked wall, through who, I see no bliss, 
Curst be thy stones for thus deceiving me. 
O wicked wall, such a strict judge! 
No chink, no word to convey loves wings. 
Alas! Alas!



VISIONS 
Regarding visions: Without which we do not smile or desire? 
Regarding visions: We do dream. We do wish. 
We do desire and let the mind wander and play-act into the unkown. 
We may not know the vision we have created; 
We may not follow the visions of the poet’s pen. 
But dreams must play on, they must! 
  
Michael’s Vision 
I have had a most rare vision. I have had a dream, 
Past the wit of a man to say what dream it was. 
Man is but an ass if he go about to expound this dream. 
Methought I was – there is no man can tell what. 
Methought I was – and methought I had – but 
Man is but a patched fool if he will offer to say what methought I had. 
The eye of man hath not heard, the ear of man hath not seen, 
Man’s hand is not able to taste, his tongue to conceive, 
Not his heart to report what my dream was. 

IMAGINATION 
Regarding imagination. Regarding imagination as a thing, as a creature untamed. 
See how it splurts, stutters, stumbles, refuses to move, hobbles, hiccups, then forms, flies. 
Watch it expand, dive, swoop, hurtle as it bodies forth.  
What is your favourite place, – describe it! Write it!  

Imagination 
(Insertion of texts by the Audience.) 
And as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen 
Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy nothing 
A local habitation and a name. 
Imagination, imagination bodies forth. 

LOVE AND ABSENCE 
Regarding absence: 
The hot knife’s thrust of the nights darkness. 
The blinding haze of the bright day’s indifference. 
Regarding love: 
To be, to act, to love or not. Impossible love? Who can tell? 
All days are nights to see till I see thee, 
And nights bright days when dreams do show thee me. 
  
Nights bright, bright days (from ›Sonnet 43‹) 
When most I wink, then do mine eyes best see, 
For all the day they view things unrespected; 
But when I sleep, in dreams they look on thee, 
And, darkly bright, are bright in dark directed. 
Then thou, whose shadow shadows doth make bright, 
(…) 
How would, I say, mine eyes be blessed made 
By looking on thee in the living day, 
(…) 
And nights bright days when dreams do show thee me. 

EPILOGUE 
If we shadows have offended, 
Think but this and all is mended; 
That you have but slumbered here 
While these visions did appear… 
So good night unto you all, 
Sweet friends to bed until we call, 
Give us your hands if we be friends; 
And we all shall restore amends. 
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