Cathy Milliken
Robert Lehmeier

ROMEQO'’S PASSION

A Chamber Opera



Source material for ROMEQO'’S PASSION was collected at Hillbrow Theatre
during a workshop period with Lehmeier, Milliken and cast members,
supported by Umculo.org

Cast

Father - Tenor
Mother - Soprano
Son - Tenor
Young Girl - Soprano
Young Man - Tenor

Orchestra
Oboe, Cor Anglais, percussion.

Violin
Piano

Commissioned and produced by Umculo.

First Performance at Hillbrow theatre, Johannesburg on 13th September, 2018.
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1.Prelude, Opening Scene (instrumental)

2. ,Getting (almost) married” - Nightmare I. (instrumental)

3. ,Putting pressure on S“ Family Scene |

YG

M

YG

YG

YG

YG

YG, M

YG

| want to have sex
| want to have grandkids

| will let you into my secrets:
| want to have a baby, many babies

What do | wear at the wedding?
It is not easy living with questions!

What do | wear?
Oh boy, boobs and butts and bumps

Not too quick, ha, take your time!
Men you must never trust them.

| want to invite all my friends

Big party, big party,
Ha, Dad?

My little prince, so strong, so handsome, so masculine!

And then at church, and the pastor ...
There is no way back, no backdoor

We are all God’s children!
And all my neighbours, and all so jealous

Judgement Day!
My son is not here.

He can be so private.
Your son looks like he is living in exile...

YG, M... Words get around quickly...



4. ,Walking together” — Inner Monologue

(SHF

YM

Don’t test me now by reading too much into things...
| am very straightforward

Don’t test m now with questions like that
| don’t have time for this crap.

| am not man enough to deal with it.

| used to think I could control love.
| am going through my own crap/shit.

(speaking)
Don’t get me wrong. | don’t like men.

What are you waiting for? Permission?
To hell with permission!

| don’t have much time left.

5. ,You are so strong” - Fake Love Duet

YG

YG+S

YM

You are so strong, and yet so tender
You are so clever, and yet so passionate
You are a real man, and yet so caring.

You are so pretty, and yet so smart
You are so caring, and so sexy
You are a real girl ... a real man can only dream of.

You are so ... and yet so tender(YG)/smart (S),
You are so... ,caring”!

You are so clever
And yet so passionate...

6. ,Do you know what is not right?“ - Coming out |

S

YM

That is not right!
What is not right?

Do you know what is not right?



One day | was called by the preacher
He told me he would kill me if I didn’t admit
and pay the damage fee...

paying a ,damage fee” for ,shaming the church”
and then they have beaten me up

because | touched a man
S That is not right!

YM  That day I lost faith
That day | almost lost my life
That day | have sworn to myself
Not one day more will | beg for pardon
Not one day more will | beg for permission
Not one day more will | submit to bigotry

+S  Not one day more will | hide
S Not one day more ...

YM  and that’s how | got strength
F, M, YG, YM

AMEN

7. ,You remember the drought?” Family Scene

YG  You remember the drought? Biblical!
Cape Town, Mother city,
Sin City.
No water, so much sin. Biblical!
Cape Town, Mother City, Sin City!
And no fathers!
Where are the fathers?
| tell you where they are.... Uhhh.
So un-African.
Sin City.
Sodomite Capital.
Divine Judgement.

7a)

F Did you hear? Day Zero cancelled.
Doom postponed.

Is there some more beer in the fridge?



M Kitchen. Bedroom. Multiplication. And the Church.
And again: Kitchen. Bedroom. Multiplication.

Do you think we will have grandsons, and granddaughters?
F Of course we will.

Some beer (in the fridge)?
M At church they said...

Neighbours said...

temptation is around every corner

F Is there no beer in the fridge?

M Neighbours saw him with that guy...
They always see our son with that guy...

F | am proud of my son.
Let them be what they are.

7b)

F Here | am.
But who am I?
Be a man!

Be strong and fight!
Play the game!
Be strong!

Heroes, battles, passion, peace
You are one with earth and sky

Here | am.

But who am [?

And where is love?

Be a man!

Be strong and fight!

Love is life, and love is war.
Be strong!

8. ,How | wished | had money”

M I’ll do exactly as | want; order people around
Busiswa, Busiswa, where is my mascara, yoooo ay bafazi
| can see myself having croissants for breakfast
Brush my teeth with champagne,
Bath in a pool of milk



Hahahaha,

O what a fabulous life!

O God, a Chanel dress!

I want it, [ want it now.

Where’s my credit card, where is my card?
Somebody guard my bags

No don’t take that dress, | saw it first! It’s mine!
Ok! How much do you want for it?

Finally it’s mine!

M What did | do wrong?
YG  What did you do wrong?
M (speaking)

Marriage is sacred.

We have to go and see a Sangoma.
M, YG

Witchcraft spell

Love spell

Protection spell

For all the troubles of love.
9. Interlude
M, YG

And the father embraces his solitude
And the father asks what’s life about

10.,,O night, shelter me” - Love Scene |

YM

YM

YG

O night, shelter me
beneath your dark wings...

For stony limits cannot hold love out
And what love can do, ...

... and what love can do...
[ am in love...
[ am in love ...

[ am in love with...

| am in love with him! Go away!



11. ,Thursday for secret wishes” - Family Scene Il

YG | want to have kids
| want to own a house
| want to own a car
And Sunday we go to church.

S And Sunday we go to church
YG And Sunday we go to church
YG [ am not old fashioned.

We will have our After Nines.

You are going to have your beers

You are going to have your beers with your friends.
And I, I will go to church

And | will chat with my friends

Thursday out
Thursday for prayer
Thursday for secret wishes
S Thursday for secret wishes
YG [ am not stupid.
Halleluja!
M
Halleluja!
[ am not stupid.
Thursday for secret wishes
F Thursday for secret wishes
M Kitchen, bedroom, multiplication
[ know | am responsible.
F Thursday for secret wishes
YG I am not stupid.
Halleluja
M Kitchen, bedroom, multiplication
[ know | am responsible.
Women are always responsible.
What have | done wrong?
F Halleluja!
What have you done wrong?!
M I am a mother

What have | done wrong?



Halleluja!
Halleluja!

Did I have a choice?
He is your son too!

F, M, YG Thursday for secret wishes.

12. Interlude

M, YG

And the son embraces his solitude
And the son aks what is life about

13.,1 have been calling”

YM

YM

YM

| have been calling

| don’t know why he’s not responding

a day without hearing from him feels so long
| wonder if he’s ignoring me on purpose

| really need to talk to him right now

Why does he keep on calling
can’t he see that I’'m not responding
This is so annoying

| understand that | may be too much a time

But it’s only “cause | love and care for you.

The distance drives me crazy — | am losing my mind.

For sure there’s someone else — “cause it happens every time.

Are you so ignorant?

Are you so jealous?

Know that | won’t take your calls
Just give me space.

Why don’t you answer the phone
Why do you keep on doing this

(speaking)

You need to grow up



14. “Umuthi is real”

M, YG

M

YG

Secrets... the right thing to do...

Umuthi! Umuthil Umuthi is real! ...
the Sangoma..., strong man, nice perfume...
Strong advice..., not cheap

Secrets - the right thing to do!

Strict directions... added to the food...
not too much... but just enough.

,The problem is not the son” he said
... Umuthi is real!

Strong man, nice perfume,
strong advice..., not cheap
Secrets - the right thing to do!

We didn’t have sex for a while

When we got married

when we were young...

marriage was arranged when we were kids.
Not the right thing to do!

But you now, you can choose

.... Life is about choices.

| had no choice

Everything was arranged

Giving birth

Watching little feet

Watching first fragile steps

Sharing the odds of life, giving love
| would love to spread my wings.

Well, as long as he is not ...

.. gay...

How shall I have grandsons?...



15. ,Letter to my mother”

(singing)

S

My beloved spoke, and said to me,

"Rise up, my love, my beautiful one, and come away.
For, behold, the winter is past.

The rain is over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth.

The time of the singing has come...

(speaking over music)

By night on my bed,

| sought him whom my soul loves.

| sought him, but | didn’t find him.

| will get up now, and go about the city;
in the streets and in the squares | will seek him whom my soul loves.
| sought him, but | didn’t find him.

The watchmen who go about the city found me;

"Have you seen him whom my soul loves?"

| had scarcely passed from them,

when | found him whom my soul loves.

| held him, and would not let him go,

until I had brought him into my mother’s house

/"

(Zulu)

16. ,When | was young” - Coming out ||

F

When | was young | had no choice

The white man’s disease

When | was young my love was not agreed upon
And they raised their arms against him

And they beat him till he died

| was standing next to him

and he looked into my eyes

he was so innocent

and then he died

When | was young | had no choice

17. Interlude

M, YG

And the father asks for forgiveness
And the father asks where can | find peace



18. ,When the night grows deep”

YG  When the night grows deep | feel like shit
As if I am not good enough

YM  When the night grows deep | feel like shit
As if I am not good enough

YG  ltis difficult to be a woman

YM  ltis difficult to be a man

YG  ltis even harder to love a man

YM  ltis even harder to love a man

YG I don’t have time for this shit

YM 1 don’t have time for this shit
Love has no parents

YG 1 used to think I could control love

F When the night grows deep | feel like shit
As if I am not good enough

M When the night grows deep | feel like shit
As if I am not good enough

F It is difficult to be a father

M It is difficult to be a mother

YG/YM
It is even harder to love a man

F | don’t have time for this shit

M | don’t have time for this shit

YM  Love has no parents

M/YG 1 used to think | could control love



19. ,Dignity” - a young man’s tirade

YM

Dignity.

| don’t have much time left.

Dignity.

Shall I die or not?

What if life won’t go on forever?

Dignity.

Finding yourself

Finding the truth

Dignity.

I’ve done my rounds in dark alleys, unlit roads
Too many idiots out there with their guns
Drugs, diseases, dogs, despair

Dignity.

God’s children in despair

Too many idiots out there with their guns
Drugs, diseases, dogs, despair

Dignity.
| don’t have much time left

20. Interlude - Capriole

21. ,In or out” - Coming out lll

In or out?
being out ...

chromatics playing with dolls
inkonkoni weeping
augmented suffering

silenced, beaten, raped and killed
| am proud to shed a tear

who am [? And where are you?
Living in exile

watching shadows fall

no one to tell, no one to tell
Love’s teacher found nowhere

But then | found you.
And dearly | love you



| am in love with you
and am loved by you ...
Love’s teacher found in you.

In or out?
being out ...

hate, where does all this hate come from?
being beaten up in church

pastor’s revenge and pastor’s sin

silenced, beaten, raped and killed
| am proud | shed a tear

| am not alone
| am in love with you.

Take me away with you.

22. Final Scene All

F

(speaking)
You are not alone.

Interlude

(speaking)

You are not alone.
You are born black.
You are born gay.

b) ,My son, | am envious”

F

You are not alone.
You are born black.
You are not alone.
You are born gay.
My son | love you.
So proud of you.
My son | envy you.
My son

M, YG

And the father embraces his son
And the father embraces love

And the mother embraces her son
And the mother embraces love



YG O God’s Love
Love
people dividing
people uniting

All

It is God’s love
people dividing
people uniting

M God’s love...
Is it God’s love?

F, S, YM:
We are not alone. My people.
Love is our cathedral.
My people. We are not alone.

+M, YG)

d) Postlude
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No.6 AMEN

Cathy Milliken

Each part below is at times forte, at times piano. Dynamics are not literal,

they indicate main voice in each chord. Accidentals last one bar.
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being bea-ten up in church

Hate, where does all this hate come from?
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